
Iowa Milkweeds

Tall plants at maturity are approximately chest high +/- a foot or two

Medium plants at maturity are about waist high +/- a foot or two

small plants are usually about knee high (less than 2 feet high)

broad leaves are less than 3 times longer than wide.

narrow leaves are 3 to 8 times longer than wide. (often oblong or lancelate)

slender leaves are more than 8 times longer than wide (linear like grass leaves)

Medium Plants Broad leaves Narrow leaves Slender leaves

A. amplexicaulis X

A. englemanniana
[specimens were probably 
A. stenophylla]

Note!
A. englemanniana does not 

exist in Iowa
X

A. stenophylla X

A. tuberosa X

A. verticillata X

Small Plants Broad leaves Narrow leaves Slender leaves

A. lanuginosa X

A. meadii X

A. ovalifolia X

A. quadrifolia X

A. viridiflora X

Green is common in Iowa

Blue is scarce in Iowa

Orange is threatened in Iowa

Red is Endangered in Iowa

Tall Plants Broad leaves Narrow leaves Slender leaves

A. exaltata X

A. hirtella X

A. incarnata X

A. purpurascens X

A. speciosa X

A. sullivantii X

A. syriaca X

http://monarchwatch.org/bring-back-the-monarchs/milkweed/milkweed-profiles/asclepias-exaltata
http://www.missouriplants.com/Whitealt/Asclepias_hirtella_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Pinkopp/Asclepias_incarnata_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Pinkopp/Asclepias_purpurascens_page.html
http://monarchwatch.org/bring-back-the-monarchs/milkweed/milkweed-profiles/asclepias-speciosa
http://www.missouriplants.com/Pinkopp/Asclepias_sullivantii_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Others/Asclepias_syriaca_page.html
http://www.keiriosity.com/gallery/main.php/v/plants/Asclepiadaceae/Asclepias_lanuginosa/Asclepias_lanuginosa05.jpg.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Greenopp/Asclepias_meadii_page.html
http://wisplants.uwsp.edu/scripts/detail.asp?SpCode=ascova
http://www.missouriplants.com/Pinkopp/Asclepias_quadrifolia_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Greenopp/Asclepias_viridiflora_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Pinkopp/Asclepias_amplexicaulis_page.html
http://swbiodiversity.org/seinet/taxa/index.php?taxon=3757
http://www.missouriplants.com/Whiteopp/Asclepias_stenophylla_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Redalt/Asclepias_tuberosa_page.html
http://www.missouriplants.com/Whiteopp/Asclepias_verticillata_page.html

